
Hello FFC! 

I hope this letter finds you safe and healthy!  Many of you have undoubtedly heard about the state 
and county guidelines for churches and places of worship being updated this week.  Both the State 
of California, and the County of Fresno have stated that places of worship are able to meet as long 
as the guidelines they put forward are followed. 

Many discussions have taken place with the church board and leadership about what it looks like to 
re-open Fresno First for our weekend services, and as we have talked, we have decided that even 
though we are technically able to meet at this time, our church will remain closed for at least the 
next three weeks. 

This decision is really two-fold:   

First, the guidelines put forward limit both our capacity and our activity while in the building.  Here 
are a handful of State and County guidelines the church is adopting should we choose to meet 
with the current orders in place. 

• People with underlying health conditions, and those 65 and older are strongly encouraged to 
stay home. 

• Social distancing (a minimum of 6’) needs to be maintained.   
- Greeting with hugs, handshakes, etc. will not be allowed.   
- Seating will be limited to every third pew, with seating being in family groups. 
- Gathering in the foyer will not be allowed.  

• Face coverings must be worn at all times.  Those without a personal face covering will be 
given one upon arrival. 

• There will be no childcare.  Kids must sit with their family throughout the entire service and 
will not be allowed to roam in the building before or after church. 

• Worship through singing will not be taking place. 
• Health surveys, through use of a simple questionnaire, will be taking place prior to entering 

the building. 
- Anyone with a fever or cough in the previous 24 hours will not be able to attend. 

With these guidelines in place, we don’t believe that the service that we could hold on campus 
would be different in any way from what we are currently providing online.  Even more, holding an 
on campus service for those who can attend and an online service for those who can’t separates 
the church.  Instead of the opportunity to worship together online every weekend, we would be 
separated, which goes against who we are in our church’s DNA.  We are a church that wants to 
“connect”.  We want to be together, and at this point, online is the place we can do that. 

Second, the church needs some time to prepare the building for the return of services.  There are 
purchases and modifications that are being made in order to make it a safe environment for our 
congregation, and so we can meet state and local requirements.  The next three weeks of 



remaining online will give the church a chance to be ready should we decide to return after that 
time.  

Three weeks from now, the state and county are going to revisit their guidelines.  Our hope is that 
during these three weeks, as people begin to venture out of their homes and go to restaurants, etc. 
that we do not see a spike in the virus and the guidelines for churches can be loosened up.  Once 
these guidelines are revisited, the church board and leadership team will once again talk about re-
opening the church for weekly worship services. 

To help us with our decisions in the future, we want to hear from you.  Along with this letter, the 
email you received has a link to a survey.  Your specific answers to this survey will not be shared 
publicly, but will only be used to help us as we evaluate re-opening once again after these initial 
guidelines are revisited. 

Understandably, some may be disappointed with our decision not to hold services right away.  If 
you have any questions, I encourage you to email, call, or text me.  I would love to talk you through 
the decision process on a deeper level and hear your concerns. 

May you stay safe and healthy during these times.  I will see you online this Sunday! 

Chris Archer 
Lead Pastor 


